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(left to right) Autris Paige, ma 


the leading lady of Raisin 


BWOA's fundraising committee DID IT 
AGAIN! 


Saturday evening, March 6, 1976 
200 persons attended the showing of 
the hit show "RAISIN" starring 

Tony Award winner, VIRGINIA CAPERS. 


Following this most enjoyable musical 


version of "A Raisin in the Sun", 


BWOA's guests (as well as many others | 


who were unfortunate enough not to 
get their tickets in time for the 
show) attended a DY-NO-MITE PARTY 
for the cast held at the«lovely 
victorian home of Maxine and Wil 
Ussery. The star, Virginia Capers, 
and Autris Paige who plays her 


son "Walter Lee" in the show attended 


the party and joined in on the 
dancing, eating, chatting and were 
kind enough to sign many autographs 
and pose for several pictures with 
various members of BWOA. 
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le star in Raisin, Virginia Capers 


It is safe to say A GOOD TIME: WAS 
HAD’ BY ALL (tntit- 4730 - ATMs). fe 


Another theater party is being planned 
by the Fundraising committee for 
September, 1976 --- the’:7 out of 

10 Tony Award winner "THE WIZ". 
Information regarding this affair 

will be released as plans are developed 
by this committee. 
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RAP SESSION 


The Center for Continuing Educa- 


tion of Women and the University 
YWCA, Y-House are co-sponsoring a 
Black Women's Symposium for Action 
on Saturday, April 10, 976, at 
Y-House. The purpose of the sym- 
posium is to bring together Black 
women of diverse social, economic, 
political, and educational view- 


points to develop action strategies 


to redefine and redirect our roles 
as Black women. 

The one day symposium will be- 
gin at 9:00 a.m. with opening re- 
marks and introductions by Dr. 


Margaret Wilkerson, Director of the 


Center of Continuing Education of 
Women. Dr. Raye Richardson, an 
educator in Black Studies at San 
Frnacisco State University will 
discuss "The Black Woman - Being 


and Becoming" in a keynote address. 


"articipants will then move to 
workshops scheduled from 10:30- 
11:45 in education, African pers- 
pectives, health/science/research/ 
employment exploration and the 
arts. Selected local resource 
persons will facilitate the work- 
shops to stimulate dialogue con- 
sistent with the theme to rede- 
fine and redirect our roles as 
Black women. 

After luncheon, Nathan Hare 
will lead a panel discussion at 
1:00 p.m. on "The Changing Black 
Woman", incorporating ideas on 
resolving Black male-Black fe- 
male conflicts and Black love 
groups. 

The Y-House is located at 
2600 Bancroft Way, Berkeley. 
Pre-registration for the sym- 
posium is encourage. The reg- 


istration is $4.00 which in- 
cludes lunch. For more info 
and pre-registration forms, 
contach Harriet Wright at 
848-6370 or Ida Dunson at 642- 
4786. 
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erstory? 


On Saturday April 17, 1976, 
there will be an all day workshop 
in the techniques of collecting 


oral histories. Oral history is 
a term given to collecting spoken 
information from people. This 
workshop will focus on the urgent 
need to collect, chronicle and 
compile oral history from our aging 
Afro-American elders. Emphasis 
will be placed on the various uses 
of the media in the preservation 
of family histories. Participants 
will have an opportunity to view 
oral history projects in process, 
will be instructed in interview 
and research techniques. Those 
planning:to attend should bring 
any Old family photos or other 
memorablia of interest. 


The workshop will run from 10- 
4, so bring a bag lunch. Work- 
shop leaders will be Peggy Day, 
Associate Producer of Nguzo Saba 
Films, Inc. and an oral history 
collector , and VeVe Clark, Asso- 
ciate Professor of Afro-American 
Studies at UC Berkeley. In order 
to participate a contribution of 
$1.50 to the Society is being asked 
for. 


Zt NickUame - eee Fad ‘ehort "SLory 


Vivian wanted a nickname..... 
Everybody else in the Projects had a 7 AUN 


nickname. F- Gig: Wy 
\ if UY 


After six months, the rest of the RY \ 
: N\ 


kids were finally beginning to sense 
the difference between themselves and 
Vivian. They had felt it immediately 
but now they knew. 

Vivian's mother was a divorced 
woman, Vivian her only chikd. In 
those days (before white people tn- 
vented the condition of single parent- 
hood) any woman with any amount 04 
children Living without a husband 
on the premises was ecther a widow 
on had gone without the blessings of 
matrimony. 

The second difference between 
Vivian and her neighbors was that 
Mrs. BarthalLomew worked as a re- 
ceptionist downtown. True- she'd 
onky started a month ago but 
everyone knew that with her intel- 
Ligence and beauty, she'd keep the 
job. Which meant that they'd be mov- 
ding out the Projects soon. 

"Dog, I'L never get a nickname." 
Knowing; without knowing, Vivian knew 
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uppity niggas didn't go by nicknames. 


a nickname meant she'd finally bridged "Dog, I got to get me a name before 
the gap between hersels and the others. Easter, Momma's been on that job since 
A nickname would define her, give her January and 1 bet she's gon i: - 
something tangible to hold on to as move over the EAsten vacation. 
she fast approaced the narrow passage 
heading to young womanhood. IT 
It wasn't exact true that she : ; 
didn't have a nickname. "Miss Sadity" _ Whenever a party was given in the 
had <loated past her ears whenever neighborhood everybody came, invited 
Rita was inthe area but Vivian was on not. Soon as the Chovers hit the 
determined not to Let that stick. record player - "it was all over". 
Hen nickname had to be just right and Everybody got up to dance. Vivian's 
she knew if "Miss Sadity” stuck, mother, May, decided to throw a 
she'd be plagued with it forever. Vatentines Party that year; partly to 
Besides she wanted a sriendly celebrate her boygrrend and partly as 
nickname - one that said she was ac- a goodbye to her neighbors. ; 
cepted. Something Like Peaches or . Vivian Loved red and since this 
Sugar on Baby (pronounced Bay-Bay) was to be a Vakentines Party, her 
She even Like "Cooky" and "Candy" mother Let her pick out a beautr ful 
and "Coco" and "Chocokate"”. She ned party dress. At thirteen, Vivian 
was to big for "Little Bit" and too akneady owned several petticoats and 
young for "Queenie." He Light ? nuUNeOUS colorful nyLon scarves to tre 
skin nuked out "Black gal", (Besides up her hair, and matching {Lowers to 
the days of "Black is Beautiful" pin on her bLouses and sweaters. 
hadn't arrived. Panty time and Vivian had on two 
What was the use, her mother had petticoats making her ned dress trimmed 
already told her that as soon as she dn danker ned hearts, at the wrists and 
passed a ninety-day probationary period hemline, stand out around her. Her 


on the job, they'd be moving. Probably hain, freshly pressed and curled, fell 
to the West Side and Vivian knew those 3 hehe bak Khasi iaks and ee ase 


she walked. To complete the pretty 
picture, Low heeled bLack patent Leather 
Shoes (Mrs. BarthoLomew said she was 

too young for high heels) and a chain 

of hearts around her Left ankke. 

She was in charge of the music and 
kuckily, they had a nice collection of 
the katest 45's. Vivian Loved to dance 
and Ma. Eddie, her mothers boyfriend, 
coukd always be counted on to "go around 
again." 
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AS much as she was enjouing the party 
Vivian wished it woukd end soon. Her : 
geet, in the too new shoes, hurt and it 
was too much of an effort to keep her 
dress away from cigarette ashes, greasy 
hands, and sloshed drinks. On top of 
Ahat she wanted to be free of playing 
necords 40 She could dance’ more. 


"I'm gonna buy a paper doll that 
I can cakl my own, one that other 
fellows can't steak” Beer 


Vivians mother had put that song: from 
Vivians childhood on, the one that 
brought back memories of a father in 
the home, angek haired dolls and 
Skates at Christmas, homemade gin- 
ger bread and her favorite past tume; 
playing with paper dolls. 

"Would you Like to dance, Vivian?" 
Startkhed out of recovery, Vivian auto- 
matically stad "yes" as she was Led to 
the dance floor, then she head old' 
Rita say, "Look at Vivdan, she Looks 
fust Like one of those paper dolls 
She keeps in her room. Joe, who she 
was dancing with, took up the obser- .. 
vation...."Yeah, you do Look Like one, 
Dati!" 


",.and when that {lirty, 4lirty guy 
@%. with those slirty 4lirty eyes..." 


* * PFURAHA HIYATI * * 


JOIN THE HEALTH COMMITTEE 


The Health Committee’ needs members 
who are interested in any aspect ,of 
health -- our bodies, our minds, our 
feelings. » r0 whatever: 
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We can function as a strong health 
referral and resource unit within 

BWOA only if we have enough womanpower 
to share the work and responsibilities. 
Our meetings are héld-the first”, 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. 

at the Western Addition YWCA - 

1830 Sutter Street, San Francisco. 
Meeting times can be changed to meet 
the needs of the members. — 


Remember, knowing our bodies in time 
of both health and. sickness enables 
us to assist doctors and nurses who 
tend to us when we are ill. 


No knowledge of the health field is 
necessary. ONLY AN INTEREST AND 
ENTHUSIASUM!: Call us ~- 

Jackie Boyette 921-3814 and 

Peggy Day 755-0344. 


CANDIDATES 
COURT BWOA 


The Political Action Committee of 
Black Women Organized for Action will 
be meeting and talking informally with 
the following persons on the following 
dates: 


Tuesday March 30: 
TOM HAYDEN - Candidate for U.S. Senate 


7:00 p.m. 


ROBERT MENDELSOHN - Candidate for 
State Senate seat made vacant by 
the election of George Moscone to 
Mayor of San Francisco 

8:00 p.m. 


Tuesday April 6: 

SENATOR JOHN TUNNEY - Candidate for 
re-election to the U.S. Senate 

7:00 p.m. (as we go to press this 
appearance has not been confirmed). 


All meetings are held at the home 

of Maxine Ussery: 1335 Divisadero 
Street, San Francisco 931-9465 

The Political Action Committee 

invites interested members to 
participate in this screening process. 
PLEASE COME! PLEASE BE ON TIME! 


A fundraiser for John George candidate 
for the Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors is being sponsored by 

the Political Action Committee on 
Friday, April 16. More info about 
this affair will be announced at the 
April general meeting. 


~* Update »- 


After exhausting her 

appeal through the state 

courts, Joan Little, acquitted 

of murder in her widely publicized 
trial last summer, is now serving 
time in Raleigh, N.C. The N.C. 
Supreme Court has refused to grant 
her a new trial for a June 1974 
breaking and entering conviction. 
Little had been free on bond follow- 
ing her acquittal last summer, but 
Eurned herself in to authorities in 
December. Her attorneys are pursuing 
an appeal through the federal courts. 


‘BAFFCU (S47 NEWS 


At the First Annual Membership 
Meeting and Elections of the 

Bay Area Feminist Federal Credit 
Union held on March 1, 1976 the 
following BWOA members were elected: 
Alma Jackson (Credit Comm.) ; 

Pat Walton, VP(Exec. Comm); Flora 
Gilford, Sec. (Exec.:Comm) and Edith 
Turnipseed (Supervisory. Comm. ) 


Join the Credit Union. Membership 
applications may be obtained at 
944 Market St. Rm. 617, SF. 


S MEDIA € 

The MARCH, 1976 issue of the San 
Francisco Magazine featured a cover 
story "BEHIND THE CAMERA WITH OUR TV 
NEWSWOMEN". All of the women pictured 
on the cover were ANGLO (Karna Small, 
Jenny Crimm, Marcia Brandwynne and 
Terry Lowry). Needless to say we were 
astonished that veteran newswomen 
Belva Davis and Valerie Coleman were 
not included. 


The inside story carried a picture 
and story on Carolyn Craven and 
noted that "she is the lowest paid 
and holds the least important job 
of the five -- general assignment 
reporter for KQED..... i, 


Belva Davis, Channel 5's noon news 
anchor, for. a number of years, was 
contacted to see if she had been 
interviewed for this article. Her 
reply was "no". Valerie Coleman, 
weekend co-anchor for Channel 7 
newsteam (and award winner for her 
special on Breast Cancer) was asked 
the same question and her reply was 
also "no". 


We urge all BWOA members to write a 
letter to the Editor of SF Magazine 
120 Green Street, SF 94111 protesting 
this racist article. The Steering 
Committee has already written a letter 
in behalf of the organization, but we 
would like to flood the magazine with 
letters. 


announcements 


The San Francisco Chapter 
of the National Women's Politi- 
cal Caucus will hold its second 
annual Casino Night entitled 
"Craps II" from 8 to 12 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 15, 1976, in the 
Continental Ballroom of the 
San Francisco Hilton. Blackjack, 
Craps, and Bingo, Celebrity parti- 
cipants from many fields, great 
prizes and feminist entertain- 
ment will be featured. Food and 
drink will also be available. 

Proceeds from this fun-raising 
event will be used by the Caucus 
to support candidates, proposi~ 
tions, issues and causes dedica- 
ted to equal rights. Donation 
tickets are $10. Fro ticket in- 
formation call 482-4159 (evening) 
or 864-6250 (day). Tickets may al- 
so be purchased at the door. 
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TA Associates Consultants are present-— , 


ing "PSYCHOLOGY OF BLACK WOMEN: PATH- 
WAYS TO WELL BEING" on Saturday and 
Sunday, April 3 and 4, 1974 at 
5605 Genoa Street, Oakland, Ca. 
Facilators will be: Gloria Alibaruho, 
Ph.d candidate in Clinical 
Psychology; Certified Sex Counselor; 
Consultant on the Black Family and 
Black women in the work place; 
Arnethia Wright Okelo, Consultant 
on evaluation and cross-cultural 
communication and Carolyn D. Lewis, 
Clinical Social Worker and Child 
and maternal care consultant. Fee 

- for this weekend workshop for Black 
women is $30.00 (all lunches, snacks, 


refresments provided). Call 
658-3632 for additional information. 
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The Black Women's Unit of the Y 

House (2600 Bancroft Way, Berkeley) 
invites you to an "EVENING OF SISTER- 
HOOD" on Wednesday, April 14, 1976 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Come share the 
activities of the Black women's Unit; 
self-development groups, community 
activities, or Black dialogue. Call 


Harriet Y. Wright 848-6370 for more info. 


COALITION FOR WORKERS RIGHTS is 
holding a benefit on Saturday, 

April 3, at 8:00 P.M. at 

LULAC - 3000 Folsom Street 

(off Army) in San Francisco. 

The admission fee is $2.00. 

For additional information call 

SF Union Wage 431-1290 -- 

child care will be provided. 

The Coalition is fighting for: 

$4 an hour minimum wage - no 
differential for minors, learners or 
students; no compulsory overtime; 

no penalties for refusing overtime; | 
overtime pay after 8 hours in one 
day and 40 hours in one week 

for ALL WORKERS! 


SHOULD YOU DO YOUR:.OWN DIVORCE? 
A Peoples Law School will present 
a class on this subject on 
Tuesday, March 30, 1976 8 - 10 P.M. 
at the St. John's Lutheran Church 
3126 - 22nd Street (at So. Van 
Ness). For information call 
285-5069. 

ES 


Benefit Poetry reading for 
INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL ON CRIMES 
AGAINST WOMEN will be held 
Saturday, April 10 8:30 P.M. 

at the Mill College Student 

Union in Oakland. Speakers will 
be Margaret Sloan, Susan Griffin 
and Pat Parker (all attended 

the recent conference in Brussels). 
Donations~ $2,..3 or 5.,:Tickets 
available at the Full Moon and 
Women's Place. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO 
BWOA'S OWN ~-- CYNTHIA EDDINGS. 

She landed an editor's position 
in New York with ESSENCE MAGAZINE. 


